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PRICES (subject to change without notice) 
 
 
  RHODODENDRONS (S)  EVERGREEN AZALEAS 

1 gallon $10.95  $12.95   1 gallon $6.95  

2 gallon $15.95  $17.95   2 gallon $9.95  

3 gallon $17.95  $19.95   3 gallon $12.95  

5 gallon $24.95  $28.95   5 gallon $18.95  

15 gallon $79.50  $79.50   15 gallon $52.50  

All species are in the (S) price group      BASKET $45.00  

      

FIELD-GROWN RHODODENDRONS    

3'-4'   $100.00   DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 

5'   $125.00   1 gallon $9.00  

6'   $150.00   2-3 gallon $16.00  

7'   $180.00   5 gallon $26.95  

8'   $250.00   15 gallon $70.00  

9'   $325.00     

10' & up priced individually      

    KIUSIANUM   

LATH-HOUSE RHODODENDRONS (S)  1 gallon $10.95  

1 year $7.50  $9.00   2 gallon $15.95  

2 year $9.00  $12.00   3 gallon $17.95  

3 year $15.00  $18.00   5 gallon $24.95  

 
Companion Plant sizes and prices vary.  Please call or check our 

website at SONOMAHORT.com for the latest updates… 
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ABOUT SONOMA HORTICULTURAL NURSERY 
 
W\e are located about 60 miles north of San Francisco, in the heart of Sonoma County. We 
specialize in growing rhododendrons and azaleas, but we also have a large selection of trees, 
shrubs and perennials available.  Our 7 1/2 acres of nursery and gardens provides an enjoyable 
and informative way to design or enhance your own garden.   
 
OUR CLIMATE 
 
Since we are situated approximately 20 miles from the Pacific Ocean, we receive some coastal 
influence in the summer in the form of fog and afternoon breezes. Otherwise, summers are 
warm and dry, with temperature ranges between the mid 70°F to the mid 80°F.  We do reach 
90°F to 100°F on occasion until the fog returns to cool things down.  Winters are cool and wet, 
with between 30 to 40 inches of rain.  Average night-time lows range between 40°F to 50°F with 
occasional frost. Infrequent freezes can bring the temperature down to 15°F for a short period. 
 

VISITING THE NURSERY 
 

March-April-May                 June-February 
            7 days a week                    Thursday through Monday 

9 AM to 5 PM                    9 AM to 5 PM 
 
WHAT TO WEAR 
 
We encourage our visitors to wear casual clothing and comfortable walking shoes (i.e. white 
pants and heels are not advised!)  It usually gets windy in the afternoons so a light jacket is 
advised.  Please note that our paths are uneven and laid with coarse shale so people who 
have difficulty walking or are in wheelchairs will have a difficult time navigating the gardens.   
 
TOURS AND RESERVATIONS 
 
Reservations must be made for groups of 10 or more.  This ensures the presence of ample 
staff to serve your needs.  These groups will be charged $3 per person to walk through the 
gardens.  Guided garden tours are available at a cost of $5 per person ($50 min. charge).  The 
tour consists of an overview of the history of the nursery, a description of our propagation 
techniques, and a walking tour of the garden.  The tour takes 60-90 minutes depending on the 
interests of the group.  We will only allow large groups and tours on weekdays, and we require 
carpooling because of our limited parking. 
 

NURSERY RULES 
 
� Please do not pick the flowers or foliage. We will walk to the plant and identify it for you. 

� Please stay on the paths. 

� Those under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 
� No dogs will be allowed in the nursery. 

� All picnickers must first check in at the kiosk.  Please pack out your own trash. 

� There will be no visitors allowed in the garden after hours. 
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PLANTING ENVIRONMENT 
 
Rhododendrons and azaleas will do well in most locations if they are protected from the hot, 
mid day sun, grown in well-draining areas, and regularly irrigated and fertilized.  Areas with 
morning or late afternoon sun, dappled sun through overhead branches, or against north 
facing walls or fences with open sky above, are all good locations.  They bloom best with 
some sun, and insufficient light is often the cause of poor blooming.  
 

PLANTING MIX 
 
The most important factor in successfully growing rhododendrons is the planting mix. 
Rhododendrons have a fibrous, wide-spreading root system that needs moisture and oxygen 
to flourish. The greatest enemy of these plants is phytophthora (root-rot fungus), making good 
drainage essential.  In poorly draining areas, or in clay soils, we recommend building raised 
beds or mounding on top of the existing ground level.  In areas like ours where the summers 
are warm and dry, 100% organic material is necessary.  We use a mixture of ground redwood 
bark composed of large and small particles.  Recent research seems to indicate that there is a 
natural suppressant of phytophthora fungus in tree bark. Some rhododendrons are alpine 
plants, and therefore demand even better drainage.  With these plants, we use a mix of 25% 
3/8” crushed lava rock and 75% redwood bark.  The crushed lava rock is beneficial because it 
never breaks down, is relatively light weight, and is porous. It is always best to plant the root-
ball above the existing ground level, building up to the sides with bark.  By keeping this 
mound of bark under the plant evenly moist in the warm months, the evaporating moisture 
helps to humidify the shrub.  The addition of 3 to 4 inches of new bark or humus each year will 
insure that the plants will continue to thrive and will also help with weed control.   
 

FERTILIZING 
 
Rhododendrons require an acidic soil to grow properly.  The use of a  specially formulated 
fertilizer for azaleas and rhododendrons is usually sufficient to both feed the plant and lower 
the soil pH.  After years of experimentation, we now fertilize once a year, in spring, with 
Osmocote 15-9-12 plus minors.  The ratio between the three major elements (nitrogen, 
phosphorous, and potassium) is very important.  Excess phosphate build-up can burn the 
leaves, while too much nitrogen can result in poor flowering.  It is also important to have the 
trace elements (minors) in a soil less culture such as bark.  Osmocote is encapsulated in 
plastic, releasing a small amount of fertilizer each time you water, over a period of 8 to 9 
months. Since we started using Osmocote, we have experienced less burning, better growth, 
and increased sets of flower buds.  
 
DEADHEADING, PINCHING, & PRUNING 
 
Removing the spent flowers (deadheading) is important for rhododendrons and deciduous 
azaleas, otherwise plant energy is wasted on seed production.  At the same time, pinching out 
the largest terminal growth buds just as they start to grow will produce a bushier, compact 
plant. Pruning into older wood, if needed, should also be undertaken in late spring, but will 
result in less flowers the following year.  Evergreen azaleas can be sheared (even quite 
severely) as hedges, but do not need deadheading. 

 
 

●Visit our website at SONOMAHORT.com●         
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KEY TO CATALOG DESCRIPTIONS 
                             
                        Parentage (seed parent first)                  Blooming time 
    ↓          ↓ 
    FABUR (FABIA x bureavi)  O°F  3’  Early May 
  ↑         ↑     ↑ 
          Name                                    Hardiness       Height @ 10 years     
UPPER CASE = HYBRID or VARIETY 
lowercase = species     
 
5 = sun tolerance. 
(f)  = azaleas that re-bloom in the fall. 
(S) = rhododendrons with a higher price, including all species.  
 
- Also, see the key on page 48. 
 
 Q&A ON TERMINOLOGY 
    
What is a rhododendron?  Technically defined:  A large genus of the ericaceae family (other 
members include: heath, heather, blueberry, cranberry, and madrone) with a diverse range in 
flower, foliage, and form - from small, creeping shrubs 6” high to large trees 60’ or more.  Most 
are evergreen but there are many deciduous types.  On an informal level, they are usually 
thought of as large-leafed, medium to large growing evergreen shrubs with large trusses 
(rounded clusters) of flowers, blooming in spring. 
 
What is an azalea?  A member of the rhododendron genus, but further sub-classified (by 
means technical and minute) into the sub-genera of Pentanthera and Tsustusti.  Botanical 
nomenclature aside, they are considered small to medium-growing, evergreen shrubs with 
smaller leaves and flowers than “rhododendrons”. 
 
What is a deciduous azalea?  Generally, a more open-growing plant that loses its leaves in 
autumn, and usually more sun tolerant.  Many have fragrance and/or bright fall color. Flowers 
range from narrowly tubular to funnel-shaped.  There are many different types, both species and 
hybrids, and all are listed here as rhododendrons.  Also, see the cross-reference list on page 
130. 
 
What is an azaleodendron?  An informal name given to a cross of a large-leafed 
rhododendron with an azalea (deciduous or evergreen), resulting in a plant with characteristics 
of both parents. They are listed here with both rhododendrons and azaleas.  See the cross-
reference list on page 130. 
 
What is a hybrid?  A cross between two or more species, forms, or varieties, resulting in an 
unique form which is propagated asexually; from cuttings, grafts, or tissue culture. 
 
What is a species?  A group of plants that differs from its closest neighbors in both 
geographical and ecological distribution, and interbreeds true - i.e.:  the resulting offspring are 
the same. 

 


